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Tonight’s Presentationo g s ese a o
Welcome and Introductions – Bernadette Rhodes

 Overview of Imagine Central Arkansas – Metroplan

 Overview of Jump Start Initiative – Gateway Planning

 Existing Conditions Review – Gateway Planning

What could be? – Dan BurdenWhat could be? Dan Burden

 Tabling Exercises

C Community Input

 Next Steps

 Additional Questions & Discussion

 Closing
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Imagine Central Arkansas 
Study AreaStudy Area

671,459 Residents 
22% of Arkansans22% of Arkansans
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Selected projects



Goals of Jump Start InitiativeGoa s o  Ju p S a  a e

5 project plans that address: 
– Economic development
– Transportation
– Housing
– Development patterns
– Health and environmental needs

Plans will develop the region’s experience and p g p
knowledge base for creating more livable communities 
and will catalyze further development in the region.

Plans will help implement regional goals formed during the 
Imagine Central Arkansas process.
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Consistency with Regional GoalsCo s s e cy  eg o a  Goa s

Six goal areas based on Jump Start Elements and Livability 
Principles

• Goal area 1: Provide transportation choices and enhance 
mobility and access

• Goal area 2: Increase housing choices and development and g p
land use diversity

• Goal area 3: Enhance economic competitivenessGoa a ea 3 a ce eco o c co pet t e ess

• Goal area 4: Support existing communities

• Goal area 5: Support environmentally-responsible development

• Goal area 6: Create quality places and healthy communities

5

q y p y



Goal area 1: Provide Transportation Choices 
and Improve Access and Mobility and Improve Access and Mobility 
Safety, bike/pedestrian amenities, improved streetscape
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Goal area 2: Increase Housing Choices and 
Development and Land Use DiversityDevelopment and Land Use Diversity
Adding in some other types of housing options

THs

MF

Cottages
T i l

Starter Homes

Detached SF Typical 
Development 

Focus

Affordable Housing

Focus
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Goal area 2: Increase Housing Choices and 
Development and Land Use DiversityDevelopment and Land Use Diversity
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Goal area 3: Enhance Economic Competitivenessp

Employment opportunities

Education and workforce training

Emphasizing niche markets and local ownership
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Goal area 4: Support Existing CommunitiesGoa  a ea : Suppo  s g Co u es

Strong transit (Top 5 bus lines)

Infrastructure Infrastructure 

Accessible mixed-use

Valuing existing residents 
and businesses

Home grown businesses
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Goal area 4: Support Existing CommunitiesGoa  a ea : Suppo  s g Co u es
2004

• 12 new 
restaurants

Roanoke Texas

• New civic 
building site

Roanoke, Texas
• New office 
relocation

• First time:
Urban Residential
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Goal area 5: Support Environmentally-
Responsible DevelopmentResponsible Development

Resource protection Natural assetsp

Environmental elements Green infrastructure
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Goal area 6: Create Quality Places and 
Healthy CommunitiesHealthy Communities
Historic preservation

Landmarks and gathering spaces

Community characterCommunity character

Health
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Park Hill Neighborhood Existing Conditions
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Project Area - RegionalProject Area Regional
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Project Area - SiteProject Area Site
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Transportation Choices, Access and Mobility Transportation Choices, Access and Mobility 

 High traffic volumes on JFK for short 
periods (60-90 minutes/day)periods (60 90 minutes/day)

 Fast-moving vehicles on JFK most of 
the time (22+ hours/day)the time (22  hours/day)

 Very little amenity for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and transit ridery ,

 Crossing JFK is particularly hostile –
a street that divides the area

 Existing street design does NOT 
support revitalization goalspp g
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Transportation Choices, Access and Mobility Transportation Choices, Access and Mobility 

 Possible to design a street that work 
better for all modes:better for all modes: 

 Clearer cues for drivers on safe 
t l d ?travel speeds?

 Prioritizing different access needs of 
different land uses?

 Wider sidewalks & enhanced 
crosswalks

 Continuous protected bike lane?p
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Housing Choices, Development and Land Use DiversityHousing Choices, Development and Land Use Diversity
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C-3 Zoning



Economic CompetitivenessEconomic Competitiveness

Lots of potential in the Park Hill Elementary School Site 
Other opportunities:

• Liner buildings in existing parking lots

B ildi M h A i i
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• Building a strong Merchants Association



Valuing Existing CommunitiesValuing Existing Communities

Preservation of and collaboration with the neighborhood, 
utilizing buildings with good form
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utilizing buildings with good form 



Environmentally-Responsible DevelopmentEnvironmentally Responsible Development

 Connecting paths and bikewaysg p y
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Quality Places and Healthy CommunitiesQuality Places and Healthy Communities
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Stay compatible with the neighborhood and connect to others



Walkable CommunitiesWalkable Communities



Now that we are here … Now that we are here … 
What can we do?What can we do?



Park Hill Neighborhood, North Little Rock, Arkansas
Dan Burden, Director of Innovation and inspiration

Walkable and Livable Communities Institute



fIf you want to build a ship. Don’t drum up 
people to collect wood and don’t assign 
h k d k b h h hthem tasks and work, but rather teach them 

to long for the endless immensity of the 
”sea”

— Antoine de Saint-Exupery









Peak VMT



Which focus of 
investment shown in 
the two panels to 
the right brings 
b habout the greatest 

good for a society?

Places for people, or 
places for cars?p
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Faces Embracing
The FutureThe Future











































Cottonwood, CA
Main Street



Bridgeport Way, University Place, WashingtonBridgeport Way, University Place, WashingtonBridgeport Way, University Place, WashingtonBridgeport Way, University Place, Washington



Bridgeport (1999)Bridgeport (1999)

Bridgeport Way, University Place, Washington



Bridgeport Way, University Place, Washington



University Place, Washington









Morrow, Georgia





Bessemer Highway, Birmingham, Alabama



Black Horse Pike, 
Atlantic City, New Jersey



People once fled cities 
for their health… for their health …

Tennessee Avenue, Tallahassee, Florida

Today people are 
t i t itireturning to cities … 

… for their health… for their health 

Portland, Oregon





Where would you rather walk?   And Why?



Not Walkable Walkable

High Car Dependency Low Car Dependencyg y Low Car Dependency
Serious Congestion Moderate Congestion





























Marine Drive, Dundarave, B.C.

Canada

Highway 93, Missoula, Montana

USA



Marine Drive, Dundarave, B.C.







Spartanburg, SCp g,

Albany, California



H    t h ?

Cedar Falls, Iowa

How did we get here? How can we get here?

Del Mar, California





Kawartha Lakes Region, Ontario





30 mph p
speed zone

25 mph 
speed zone

45 mph 
speed zone

Context Sensitive Street DesignContext Sensitive Street Design



Chico, CA
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA
Nord Avenue













Hot Springs, Arkansas









Effective public participation can lead 
to shortened times to construction

The Sammamish public works 
director was told it would take 10 
years to go from concept to 

tconcrete.

Bulldozers were moving dirt on 
this unfunded project in 300 days.p j y

Sammamish, Washington

228th Avenue









Proposed Condition         Reverse Angle Parking v. Parallel Parking

Reverse Angle 
Parking and 
“Head-in” Angle 
Parking are 
identical in thereidentical in there 
use of Right-of-
Way space . “Reverse Angle”         y p g

“Head-In”         





























Tabling ExercisesTabling Exercises

Rules of Engagement Things to accomplish

Allow everyone a chance 
to speak

Introductions

Identif o r ho se place of
Agree to work together, 
not to agree on everything

Identify your house, place of 
business or property

Id tif thi lik
g y g

Think critically but be 
creative

Identify things you like

Identify things you do not like

Try to be at a table that 
you don’t know people

 Draw or label potential 
improvements (Add notes to you don t know people

Nominate a table leader 
to report back

white pad paper to discuss 
later)
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to report back.



Community Input Voting
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Note: Response answers are not scientific  
and reflect a self‐selected group.  North Little Rock’s Park Hill Neighborhood Audience Response   
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Next StepsNext Steps

 Please stay tonight for Questions & Discussiony g Q

We will continue to gather additional information

 Finalize existing conditions and needs assessment

 Design Workshop in February/March 2014Design Workshop in February/March 2014

 Additional Comments or Questions:
– Bernadette Rhodes, Fit 2 Live Coordinator

Email: BRhodes@nlr.ar.gov 
Phone: 501- 975-8777
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–More information: www.imaginecentralarkansas.org


